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To schedule a tour, call (904) 247-5988! 

 

Charting the Course from Kindergarten to 5th Grade! 
 

Kindergarten: 
In addition to learning 

about ocean literacy and 
environmental stewardship, 
Kindergarten students ex- 
plore the dynamics of land 
through the planning, 
planting and cultivation of 
our Kinder “garden”. 

This  hands-on,  comprehen- 
sive learning experience 
incorporates all areas of the 
curriculum from literacy and 
mathematics to science and 
social studies.   Through in- 
quiry and exploration, Kin- 
dergarteners   survey the 
land before making garden- 
ing plans. They explore 

questions like:  Where are 
the buildings and large  
trees in relation to the gar- 
den plot? Is the soil fertile 
and ready to support 
plants? Will the garden 
drain well? How will we 
support our garden needs? 
What plants will grow in a 
coastal community? 

Students actively partici- 

pate in gathering research 
and developing a plan for 
the garden. Then they 
have the opportunity to 
“get dirty” 
and begin 

planting! 

1st Grade: 
From coastal 

plants on the 

shore to the 
depths of the ocean floor, 
first grade coastal scientists 
explore it all! 

And if you want to know 
about the North Atlantic 

Right Whales that migrate 
to our shores in the winter, 
ask a first grade expert. Just 
prior to the celebration of 
these ocean creatures at  
the annual Right Whale 
Festival, students dive into a 
multi-disciplinary study in 
which they learn about the 
migration patterns, anat- 
omy and the threats to the 

right whales’ survival. 

 
2nd Grade: 
Second grade 

students go 

global with 
their Flat 
Sandy project 

as part of their Shoreline 

Studies. 

Students write letters and 

send "Flat Sandy" postcards 
to friends and family mem- 
bers across the globe invit- 
ing them to participate in 
the interactive collection of 

sand samples. They track 
Flat Sandy's location online, 

examine collected sand sam- 
ples up close, analyze and 
discuss their ideas as experts 
on composition and discover 
amazing facts about the 
sand on our very own 
beaches! 

Their collection is constantly 
growing and our second 
grade coastal scientists can 
not wait to see what they 
discover when they compare 

sand from local beaches to 
unique samples from other 
amazing places around the 
world! 

 
3rd Grade: 
Manatees, 

manatees, 

manatees are 
the focus of 
third grade’s primary unit of 
study. 

Students explore the various 
species of manatees, their 
adaptations, migratory pat- 
terns, world-wide habitats 
and ways they can protect 
this endangered species. 

The culmination of this cross 

curricular, in-depth study is a 
field excursion to Blue 
Springs where they get to 
observe these gentle giants 
in their natural environment! 

Want to learn more 
about our beaches 

treasure? 

Schedule a tour! 
 

 

Mondays 

11:45 am-12:45 pm 

January 13th and 27th 

February 3rd, 10th and 24th    

 

Every Friday from 

January 24th thru 

February 28th            

by appointment. 
 

 

Open House 

Saturday, 

February 8th 

9 am – 12 pm 
 

 
 

Community 
Support 

Programs: 
 

 Blessings in a Backpack 

(weekend meal program)   

 Beaches Resource Center 

 
 

Extra-Curricular 
Programs: 

 

 Fitness and Character Edu- 

cation (F.A.C.E.) 

 Cathedral Arts Program 

 K-Kids 

http://tlc.howstuffworks.com/home/garden-soil-tips.htm
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4th Grade: 
Fourth grade coastal sci- 

entists participate in the 

Oyster Reef Restoration 

Project and water/ 

environmental quality 

monitoring with the Guana Tolomato 

Matanzas National Estuarine Research 

Reserve (GTM). 

As part of the restoration project, stu- 

dents go on a field study to GTM. 

Once there, students are taught to 

identify spartina grass that is in the 

process of seeding. They are then 

given a pair of water boots, a large 

Ziploc bag and a pair of scissors to 

collect seeds. The collected seeds are 

then planted and grown at the  

school. When the seeds have grown, 

students transport the spartina grass 

back to GTM to be planted at the estu- 

ary. 

Students also discover the impact of 

water quality on estuarine animals 
and learn how water quality is tied to 

human health, the economy and 
much more. During this activity, stu- 
dents use scientific tools and methods 
to collect and record data on water 
temperature, PH, salinity, turbidity and 
dissolved oxygen levels in a body of 
water at GTM. 

 

5th Grade: 

Where else in Northeast Florida do 

elementary students maintain their 
own aquaculture lab? 

In the fall, students receive rainbow 

 
PTA 

Mission S.O.S. 

Support our School 

Support our Students 

Support our Staff 
 

PTA assists with Dolphin of the Month, 

hosts Family Nights and a Spring Fling, 

sponsors a Book of the Month and 

provides countless volunteer hours! 

trout eyed eggs to raise and observe 
prior to sending them for release in 
the Chattahoochee River. 

As part of the “Small Fry to Go” pro- 
gram, students are responsible for 
daily water exchanges, testing for 
chemical accu- 
racy, collecting data 

and making decisions 
about the survival of 
their small fry each and 
everyday....even over 
the weekends with the 
involvement of their parents. All of 
these activities take place in an out- 
door, customized miniature trout 
hatchery that features the commer- 
cial-grade equipment necessary to 
successfully raise fish. 

The program crosses all curriculum 
areas: science, math, reading, lan- 
guage arts, writing, social studies, 
technology, character building and 
career education. 

This whole-school program is not just 

about raising fish. Students, teachers 
and parents learn the importance of 
preserving habitats and ecosystems 
through conserving resources thus 
becoming environmental stewards. 

Communication and   

Social Skills Classes (CSS): 
CSS students are exposed to experi- 

menting and experiencing the 

coastal sciences through subject area 

related, differentiated, hands-on 

activities. Content is mainly focused 

around the department mascot, the 

sea turtle. Much of the year is spent 

comparing the sea turtle to other sea 

 
Community Partners 

 Jacksonville University‛s 

Marine Science Research Institute 

 Florida Fish and Wildlife 

 Naval Station Mayport 

 Guana Tolomato Mantanzas National 

Estuarine Research Reserve 

 Northeast Florida SeaGrant 

 St. Johns Riverkeepers 

 National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA) 

 Jacksonville Port Authority 

(JAXPORT) 

creatures (sea 

stars, dolphins, 

manatees, etc.). 

Additionally, the 

students begin to learn the impor- 

tance of becoming environmental 

stewards by keeping the earth clean 

and recycling. 

Students in our Communication and 

Social Skills Pre-K-5th Program are ser- 

viced in a self-contained set- 

ting. Please contact the ESE Admis- 

sions Office at (904) 390-2076 for pos- 

sible placement in our CSS Program. 

Students identified with the Autism 

Spectrum Disorder, Asperger’s and 

PDD-NOS that are being serviced in a 

general education setting with ESE 

support do not need to contact the 

ESE Admissions Office for placement. 

 

Resource Classes: 

Every Friday, one grade level of 

coastal scientists are immersed in a 

day long, theme-based journey deliv- 

ered through Art, Music, P.E. and 

Guidance lessons. Depending on the 

grade level and topic being taught, 

this may include a scavenger hunt at 

Mayport Village, a beach exploration 

at Hanna Park, or an ex- 

cursion to the Beaches   

Fine Art Series, Cummer 

Museum, Jacksonville    

Zoo, IMAX theater, Sea 

Turtle Center at Jekyll Island 

or Marineland. 

Sea Dads 

Sea Dads gather monthly before 

school to enjoy food, fellowship 

and positive interactions with their 

children. 
 

All male role models 

(fathers, brothers, 

uncles, grandfathers) 

are welcome! 


